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Aud Theerd another Voice fam Haven, ſaying; 
Come out of her, my . that ye be 08 


Partakers of her Sins, that ye receive nat 
| of her Plagues. 4585 5 


HA the true Church is frequently 
compared to Feruſalem, and the falſe 
| Church to Babylon, doth abundantly 
Aa _— from the Prophetical Writings 
of the Old and New Teſtament. As we ought to 
approach 8 in order to be incorporated 
into that H y 3 ſo. we ought to de- 
part from the latter, and by a conſtant Remove, 
leave it at laſt entirely behind us. 1 7 

What is here repreſented to us under the Deno= 
migarion of the City of Babylon, whence we ought 
to remove; and under that of Feruſalem, which we 
ought to approach; is by plainer Scriptures in- 
culcated by the Words of Converſion, Regenera- 
ion, Reformation, and other Terms of that Na- 
ture. Reformatien is in a figurative Expreſſion 
nothing elſe but a Departure from Babylon, and 
from all her Errors and Vices; and a conſtant - 
Approach to Jeruſalem, and to all her Graces and 
Virtues. 8 

It is now Two Hundred Years. ago, when God, 
in his infinite Mercy, was pleaſed to begin the 
bleſſed Work of Reformation from a Church, 
which, by a Succeſſion of many Ages, had con- 
trated a Power. of ſpiritual Diſeaſes, and aße 

e ne enen A 


4 
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ö UL | . 


thoſe that came too near her. Thoſe that were 


y Ale I 


Errors, were like a drowning Man, who catches 
at the Rope, when he i n the Sea. 
Many Efforts ide made, ẽ ven before Luther 
and his Fellow-Labourers appeared in this Work: 
Bysi oe Paſigũ broke! off ĩti its Infancy; and did. 
nat me to bny- Settlement, till ſuck Time as 
Wai Apointed by, Providence. ' Nothing, copld 
now any longer withſtand the Power of that 
Arm _— was ſtretched forth for reforming the 
Church, then languiſhing under many ſpirit 

| den de Dams, Walls, and ſtron 
Holds, whick che Art of Man had caſt up br a 
Defence of Rabyon, began to be ſhaken, ahd a 
Way made to remove from ber; as feveral Na- 
tions have done ever ſince. This is what we are 
to remember in a particular Manner on this 
Day, and by exhorting one another, anſwer the 
Reformation with a ſuitable Life and Conduct. 
This will undoubtedly prove the moſt acceptable 
Tubilee unto the Lord, and a Means both to pre- 
ſerve and improve ſo conſiderable a Bleſſing we 
have conferred upon us. . 1 ſhall therefore en- 
deavour to propoſe to you, | 


* The State of the Church before the Reformation, 
II. The Reformation it ſelf, and the Improvement 
we ought to make of it. g 


© Firſt then, Give me Leave to lay before you 
ſome Hints of the Corruption of that Church, 
from which our Reformers did think fit to de- 
part Two Hundred Years ago. The Text fays: 
Come out of her, my People. This XVIIlth Chapter 
doth exactly cohere with the preceeding XVIIth, 
wherein the final Judgment of the 9 _— 

Other 


_ Toi Dum of Reb. = . 

Mother of all Abominations, is moſt ſolemn! 
proclaimed. The Thread of this graphical De 
ſcription - is continued in this Chapter- The 
Clouds which were gathering over her Head are 
now ready to pour Fre and Brimſtone upon her, 
and to lay that Glory in the Duſt, which did 
Oo e — the 7 * | — Lord had 

ſt ſpoke by Threathings z but theſe being flight 
5 he ſpeaks now 4 — and t 1 
being, after many preceeding Warnings,” at laſt 
lift . cannot now be reſtrained from exe- 
cuting for 4 


what it is ſent. 4 
But lo! In the Midſt of Judgments the Lord 
remembers Mercy; I ſay Mercy, to thoſe that 
are His People. The ſame God, who preſerved 
Mab from a deſtroying Flood, and Lot from a 
fery Rain; doth now, by a powerful Call, ſecure 
his People from that Deſolation, - which was to 
conſume the Wicked. All his Judgments are 
- interwoven with many Intervals of Mercy, that 
under ſuch a Reprieve the Sinner may repent 
and return: But when the Riches of Mercy have 
been deſpiſed long enough, and Sin doth. now 
reach up unto Heaven, *tis then that the Day of. 
Wrath ſucceeds, and his Anger breaks forth into 
a Flame, which no Man can reſtrain.” God is 
then both juſt and powerful in inflicting his 
Judgments. And when he inflicts them, he lets 
the Sinner ſee it is nothing but what he deſerveth. 
This perhaps 1s intimated by the Angel coming 
down from Heaven, and having both a great 
Power, and a great Light, ſo that the Earth was 
lighted with his Glory, and the Darkneſs of Baby- 
lon ſet in ſo great a Light, as to haſten the De- 
parture of God's People, that as yet remained 

in her. It | 
But I will mention now a few Particulars, 

wherein the Corruption of Rome doth more evi- 

| | dently 
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6: The Daty of © Reformation. 
dently appear, and which moved the firſt, Re- 


formers to depart from her. | A dead Formality 
in Matters of Church and Religion is certainl 
ane of the moſt dangerous Diſeaſes of the Chure 
of Rome, called in my Text Babylon the great. By 
a dead Formality, 1 underſtand nothing elſe than a 
bare outward Form of Godlineſs, which Men are 
wont to aſſume to them ſelves, thoꝰ they be deſtitute 
at the ſame Time of an inward Principle of 
Grace, and of the very Deſire after it. I ſay a 
bare outward Form ; For there muſt be a Form, as 
well as a Power of Godlineſs; and if the Power of 
Retigion be lodged within, it will alfo diſplay 


it ſelf in an external Form, and in ſuch a Form 


too as is both edifying to him that hath it, and 
to thoſe that fee jt, The Apoſtle bimſelf, when 
he draws np the Character of the latter Times, 
ranks thoſe that have a Form of Godlineſs among 
the Corrupters of thoſe Days: But then he dock 
not ſpeak of any Form in general, but of that 

only, whereby the Power is denied. | 
This dead Form, if a Man doth not guard a- 
gainſt it, diſfuſeth it ſelf through all the Actions 
and Performances of his Life. Thus a Man may 
have a Form of Praying, without the Power; 
a Form of publick and private Worſhip, without 
the Power; a Form of Mortification, without 
the Power; a Form of Charity, without the 
Power; a Form of Humility, withovt the Power; 
and a Form of Faith it ſelf, without any Power 
attending it at all. Truly, if there be any Diſ- 
eaſe in the Church of Rome, whereby the very 
Heart of Religion is infected, and its Vigour and 
Soundaeſs ſeized, it muſt be this empty Appears 
ance of ſuch Things as have no Root or vital 
Principle within. But this Heartleſs Piece of Wor- 
ſhip is ſtill render'd more dangerous, when a Man 
aſſumes to himſelf the Air of teaching others re- 
| ligious 


\ 


ngen bers when be dc nothing. thereof 
niiufelf, but the bare Form and Outſide. Tig 


then that moſt perilons Symptoms ariſe from this 
Form of Religion. There ſprings up from: it Self- 
Complacency, à Ph iſaical Diſdain of others, and 
the like ſpiritual Follutions. The Apoſtle exin- 
merates fome' himſelf, when he reproveth the 
Phariſees of old, who raiſing a great Blaze of _ a 
formal Profeſſion, were exact in ſome Things even 
to a Sort of Severity: (Act. xxvi. 5.) Behold, ſays 
he, thou art called « Few, (a Confeſſor) and art 
thereby diſtinguiſhed from thoſe that are without 
the Pale of the Church; whom thou takeſt ts 
be a Caſt-away, and altogether removed from 
the ancient Church-Conſtirution. ſet vp by God 
himfelf, Thou reſteſt in the Law: Thou art in 
Poſſeſſion of the Oracles of God, and of all which 
God hath deliver'd by Moſes; and makeſt thy 
of God, not of a falſe Deity, or of ſome hea- 


Bo 

. Idol, but of the true living God, the Crea · 
tor of Heaven and Earth, who hath manifeſted 
himſelf to Abraham and the Fathers. It was He 
of whom the Few did make his Boaſt, and it was 


He to whom by a peculiar federal Act he was 
allied. Thou knoweft bis. Will, relating to the 
Seed of the Woman promiſed to Adam, and ap- 
pointed to bruiſe the Serpent's Head, and which 
was renewed in the ſucceeding Ages to the Fa- 
thers. Thou approveſt (diſcerneſt) the Things that 
are more excellent, according to the Light of the 
Law, ous of which thou art inſtruſted. Thou art 
* that thou thy ſelf art a Guide to the Blind. 
A dangerous Sym indeed, when a Man comes 
to, be confidene of his own Parts and Abilities! 
And yet to guide others, is an Enterprize laudable - 
enough, provided a Man bath firſt experienced 

himſelf what he is to teach others. 13 N 


as vs Al 


and not do it, doth but increaſe our Ju 
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8 The Hug of Reformation 
All this, and a great deal more ſet don 
the Apoſtle; is comprehended under the Name 
a Form of Godlineſs;, and yet are: all thoſe Things 
which the natural Man converts into an mf 
Form, good in themſelves, and even conducive fc 
helping to ſuſtain the Power of Religion, if they h 
but improved to that End To be. within the 
Pale of the true Church, where the Means. o | * 
vation are diſplayed, is a ſignal Adyantage; hut 
to acquieſct in the external Means, without 1m+ 
proving them to an inward Holineſs of Lite, 
will render the Means ineffectual, and turn the 
Uſe thereof into a dead Formality. To be in 
Poſſeſſion of the Law, but not to come by it to. the 


| Knowledge of Sin, (Rom. III. 20.) and at laſt to 


Chriſt himſelf, is an unſeaſonable Reſt; and will 
prove but a lifeleſs Form at laſt. To make one's 
Boaſt of the true God, and yet at the ſame Time 
to harbour an Idol within, is but a vain Boaſt 
and naked Profeſſion. To know the Will 4 "Go 
nt 

in the Day of Wrath. To apprpve the more 4 
cellent Things, and yet ſet the Affection on th 
that are baſe and earthly, is but a cold Appro- 
bation and a uſeleſs Piece of Vanity 

Thus we ſee how Things good in themſelves 
are converted into a bare Form of Godlineſs, and 
how the very Laws and Ordinances of God ate 
made a mere She and Pageantry. Men will ref. in 
the outward Poſſeſſion of them, they will cenß de in 
them, and make their Boaſ# of them; as the Jews 
did of old, when they buſied themſelves abguß 
the Inſtitutions of God, but neglected their {ps 
ritual Power, which ſhould have regeiierate 
their Heart, ſanQified their Will, enlightned 
their Underſtandiug, and rendered their: whole 
wo _ Converſatian. conformable to the Wil 
of God. _ 


You 


_ A 


Von know,my Beloved, how much the Church of 
Nems is guilty of fach empty Formalities. Fhey have 
not only revned too mich of theWorſhip of God l- 
to a bare Form, but ſuperadded a Load of human 


Traditions, and burdened there with the Conſtien- 
ces of Men to a high Degree. Things that were 
not required at their Hands! They brought in 
ſo many Indulgences, ſo many Pilgrimages, ſo many 
Saints, fo many Images, and in a Word, ſo many 
Saviours,. that CHRIS I, the only Redeemer of 
Mankind, was almoſt loſt in that Croud, and the 
healing Influence of his Merits too much neglected. 
This was attended with Abundance of erroneoys 
Doctrines, which like a Flood broke in upon 
the Church, ſo that but a few Articles eſeaped 
the common Stain, which then ſerzed npon the 
Syſtem of the Chriſtian Faith. The Article of 
our Juſtification through Chriſt, is the very Inlet 
into all the Favours of God. Hereby rhe En t 
is taken away, and a Peace eſtabliſhed that 
paſſeth Underſtanding. Hereby the Soul is 
entitled to all the Privileges of the Goſpel, and 
adopted into the Family of God. But how this 
Article hath been mangled in the Church of 
Rome, is but too well known to thofe that are 
acquainted with her Doctrine. | 
This was followed by another moſt_dangerons 
Engine. As this Church is called Babylon the. 
great, fo ſhe ſhewed her Greatneſs not only in 
an external Pomp and Splendor, but, what was 
far worſe, in an unchriſtian Dominion over he 
Conſciences of Men. Religion was erected into 
a Sort of Monopoly, and the Clergy ingroſſed 
Goſpel and Law into their own Hands. The 
Laity durſt not look within the Veil, or preſume 
to dive into that artful Contrivance, whereby the 
interior Springs of Church and Religion were” 
made to move. They were fain to take up in 
4 B a 


19 The Duty of Reformation. 
à ſecond-hand Belief, and receive upon Truſt 
what the holy Church (the Clergy) thought fit to 
impart them. Thus had they little to truſt to 
but a blind and unreſerv d Obedience, and this in 
Things too of the higheſtConcern and Importance. 
What Bands and Confinements, what Priſons and 
Limits, were theſe Things to a Soul that wanted 
to hear Chriſt himſelf in his Word, and experi- 
mentally know, that he is indeed the Chriſt, the 
Saviour of the World ? What could this leave up- 
on the Mind, but a Huddle of humane Convict i- 
ons, a Load of raw and undigeſted Notions, 
attended with a cumberſome Train of uncertain, 
dubious, and groundleſs Traditions, which, upon 
Occaſion, could be leſſened or multiplied, as the 
Clergy did think fit? The ſacred Scripture, you 
know, is the common Treaſury. of heavenly 
Truths; but then none but the Clergy, and per- 
haps a few whom they imparted that Privilege, 
had Liberty to read it; And when they read it, 
they were obliged to read nothing in it, but 
what was conſonant to the common Set of Opi- 
nions received in the Church. Thus was the 
Interpretation of the Scripture ſet above. the 
Scripture it ſelf, and the ſacred Text was fain 
to ſtoop to the Comments of frail and fallible 
Men. 

All theſe humane Ways could beget nothing 
but a humane Faith. The Son did believe what 
the Father had taught him; and the Father had 
conveyed it to him from his Anceſtors, and thoſe 
had originally drawn it (not from the Spirit and. 
Word of Chriſt, the productive Principle of Faith, 
but) from the Church, who handed it down from 
one Generation to another. Into the holy Church 
(the Clergy) is every Thing reſolved at laſt, as the 
grand and fundamental Principle whercon the 
Laity muſt raiſe their Belief, All which Things 


” 
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The Diity of ' Reformation. 11 
are certainly very deſtructive to the eſſential and 
experimental Part of Religion, and ſeizing thus 
upon the very Vitals of the Chriſtian Faith, 
we may fitly apply to that Church the woful 
Deſcription given by the Prophet, of the corrupt 
Government of Jadab: There is no Soundneſs in 
it; but Wounds, and Bruiſes, and putrifying Sores : 
They have not been cloſed, neither bound up, neither 
mollified with Ointment. 

But perhaps you'll ſay, that the Doctrine of 
good Works is more inculcated in that Church, 
than in any other beſides. That there is a Number 
of religious Houſes and Orders, together with 
many Rules and Maxims, Laws and Methods, con- 
trived for the Regulation thereof. Again: That 
hereby Men are removed from the Snares of the 
World, and entirely dedicated to the Service ot 
God. Now *tis certain theſe Things have ever 
made a Noiſe in the World, and hore a great 
Wetght with thoſe that don't enquire into the 
intrinſick Value of Things: But a great Noiſe 
about Church and Religion is not always a ſure 
Mark of a good Church; nay, it often proves a 
Sign of a very light Conſtitution. The greater 
a Church is, the greater is generally the Noiſe 
which is made ahout it ; and the nearer a Church 
approaches to her primitive Worth and Soundneſs, 
the leſs ſhe ſtands in need of Noiſe and Clamour 
to ſet forth her Excellency. 

And what doth particularly concern the reli- 
gious Orders and Inſtitutions wherewith the 
Church of Rome abounds, we had beſt enquire 
whether all theſe Eſtabliſhments be agreeable to 
the Goſpel, and abſolutely neceſſary for the Pra- 
ctice of an unfeigned Religion. Faith in Chriſt, 
which is the Baſis of a Chriſtian Life, is not 
confined to Cloiſters and Orders of Men. It 
is of a divine Extraction, and not raiſed at all 

B 2 on 


© 


12, The Daty of | Reformation, 
on humane Laws and Conſtitutions. It doth not 
ſo much remove the Body from converſing with. 
the World, as it doth the Soul from loving it. 
It doth not ſhut up the Light in Corners and 
Cloyſters, but lets it ſhine BEFORE Aſn, bat 
they may ſee ſuch good Works, and glorify the Fa- 
ther wbich is in Heaven. A Saul endued with 
the Life of Faith, ſhines A Light. in the World, 
and ſhe keeps ber ſelf blameleſs in the midſt of 4 
crooked and perverſe Nation. And doth not from 
all this appear, what Life and Energy, what 
Power and Virtue, a divine Faith carrieth with 
It? Even that Power, whereby a Man will paſs 
unhurt through an infectious World, and triumph 
over all the ſubtil and violent Attempts of the 
common Enemy of Souls. Thus is Faith in 
Chriſt of an extenſive Nature, and in this con- 
ſiſts its Worth and Dignity. It halloweth all 
the States and Conditions of Life. It ſhuts none 
out from its Sway and Influence, but maketh 
every Man, and every Man's Profeſſion, ſubſer- 
vient to the main End wherein our Lives and 
Actions ought to meet, and which is nothing 
elſe but that the Creator may be glorified again 
in the Creature. | 

This Faith, as it doth proceed from God, ſo 
it leads up the Soul to him, and keeps up a 
ſweet Intercourſe between both. It ſtands in no 
need of ſo great a Number of Laws and Con- 
ſtitutions, of Orders and Canons of Men. For 
it teacheth a Man to walk according to the Rule 
of the new Creature, (Gal. VI. 15, 16.) which, 
like a divine Vein, doth not ſo much compel 
him from without, as animate him from with- 
in, to a faithful Diſcharge of his Truſt. Faith 
will teach a Man to keep a juſt Medium betwixt 
Retiredneſs andConverſation,though there were no 
Monaſteries to confine him to. For after all, the 
| Cloyſter- 


13 
will produre ho 
ilſt che Wi Affections 58 
permitted to rave: after for- 
re is à religious Conver- 
j religious Retiredneſs ;\ and 
if both be ſeafonablywuſed, - they will correct 
each other, and improve all Chriſtian Graces 
into a greater Perfection. A ſtudious Obſerver of 
the Motion of his own Heart, willſuſeiboth in 
divine Soberneſs and Diſcretion, and learn how 
much to live in publick, and how much in pri- 
vate. And this inward Senſe will make him 
void Extremities on both Sides, and keep him 
from any ſlaviſh Confinement; either to too much 
Privacy, or too much Popularity. _ Bo 
Now whatever a Man draws from his own 
Stock, and from the daily Obſervations he 
maketh upon his internal- and .external Life, 
is far more excellent than what humane Laws 
and Precepts impoſe upon him. Not to men- 
tion at preſent, how many good Works, fo 
called, are practis d in Popery, which have no 
other Foundation than Man's own Will and Plea-' 
ſure. - ' Nay, ſach Works are often preferred be- 
fore thoſe as are commanded by God himſelf, 
and do proceed from the gracious Operation 
of his Spirit. Thus hath the Doctrine of Faith, 
the radical Principle of Chriſtianity, been dark- 
ened in the Church of Rome, and the Authority 
of Men erected inſtead thereof. And as all theſe 
Errors muſt needs prove very deſtructive to tha 
Power of Religion, ſo we have Reaſon to thank 
the Lord, that the Proteſtant Churches have begun 
to remove from them. But this will fuller appear 
from the Second Particular I am now to p 
and which is the Reformation it ſelf, and .the Im- 
provement we ought to make of it. 
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14 The :Dwty."of Reformation. 
The firſt Reformation was ſet on Foot 7 
Hundred Years ago, hen Luther, and others with 
him, began to ſee the Corruption of that Church, 
and to come our of her: It was then that Babylon 
the great was ſhaken, and loſt many of her Inha- 
bitants, who ſeeing the Danger hanging over her, 
haſten'd away, and guarded againſt her Jurif- 
dition. - It is plain from the Revelation, that 
Babylon is to be viſited by a Twofeld Fall; one 
whereof is mentioned, 'Chap. 'xiv. 8. Babylon is 
fallen, is fallen, that great City; which Fall, how 
dreadful ſocver-it-is, cannot be the laſt or final 
Deſtruction ſpoken of in my Text. For by this, 
all her Glory. ſhall be for ever laid in the Duſt. 
She ſhall thereby be irrecoverably loſt,” and for 
ever undone to all Intents and Purpoſes. And this 
laſt and terrible Overthrow is ſet forth in the 
xviiieh Chapter. It will be a Fall attended with 
moſt woful Confequences, both infrelation to her 
ſelf, and to all thoſe that have committed Fornica- 
tion with her. | 3x7 1s." O9!! 
It is from this City, from this Babylan, we have 
begun to depart at the Time of the Reformation. 
Not as if we were now gone far enough in ſo im- 
portant a Work ; but that we ſhould go farther 
every; Day, and not give over till Things be 
brought back to their former Perfection. *Tis 
true, the Proteſtant Churches do not properly fall 
under the Denomination of Babylon; for this 
Name is confined to the Church of Rome only, and 
thoſe that ſtrictly adhere to her: But then it is 
no leſs true, that a vaſt Deal of Babylon's Trade 
is left among Proteſtants, which, by a continued 
Reformation, ought to be done away, that the 
Church may recover at laſt her primitive Luſtre 
and Beauty. This is the Improvement we ought to 
make of the Reformation, and this is the uninter- 
rupted Progreſa through which we ſhould remove 
Yr R farther 
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fargher from Babylon. Come out eher my people, fully, 
entirely, — but all. Thaſeuhat Ming — 
way, ate to come away yet further ; and thoſe that 
hitherto have been preſerved in it, muſt nom quit 
it, if ever they will eſcape the impending Jadg- 
ment. There is a ſpiritual and abodily Departure. 
By the ſpiritual Removal, we underſtand 'a for- 
ſaking of all the Corruptions, Errors, Vices, De- 
luſions and Superſtitions which abound in that 
Church. And tis this that doth chiefly concern 
us at. preſent, and which deareth the greateſt 
Weight in this Affair. I ſay, a forſaking of all 
the-Corruptions, not of one or other only; a for- 
faking not only of the Errors of the Underſtanding; 
but alſo of the Vices of the Wilt and Affection. 
lt is a vulgar Miſtake, when People underſtand 
by the Corruption of Rome, ſomè doctrinal Errors 
only, and think themſelves reformed enough after 
they bave taken up a purer and more ſcripturał 
Doctrine. I appeal to your own judgment and 
the Impreſſion you receive on your Mind, when 
vou hear or read Diſcourſes of the Corruption 
of that Church; whether Tranſubtantiarion, Pur- 
gatory, and the like. intellectual 'Errors, do not 
immediately occur to your Thonghts, as if they 
were the very Heart and Eſſence of Popery s 
But how cant we rationally fappoſe, that the 
Corruptions of Popery do chiefly float in the 
Underſtanding, Whilſf there is ſo long an Ac- 
count of the Sitis of Babylon given in this Chapter, 
and of ſuch Sins too, as do moſt naturally feige 
upon the Hi? The City it ſelf is called the 
Habitation of Demons, the Hold of every fbul Spirit, 
the Cage of every unclean and hateful Bird. And 
as ſhe harbours ſo fulſome, a Brood of Luſts, we 
cannot poſſibly ſuppoſe ſhe ſtocks all thisEvil with- 
in the Memory, without deriving any Infection on 
che II of Men: Beſides this, ſhe diffuſeth her 
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rank Poiſon far and near, and makes 4 Nations 

drink- of the Wine of her Fernication. She diiveth 
a conſtant Trade with the Stock of Evil lodged 
within, and renders: thereby ber Guilt more 
large and Gare, . 11 31 
Let us but ſurvey the Life which is led 
within the Walls of this City, and we ſhall find 
it repreſented in moſt black and odious Colours. 
This Conſideration will give us found Ideas of 
the grand Work of Reformation, as it relateth 
both to the Wilt and Underſtanding. There is 
Abundance of Riches and Delicacies in her; 
there is Power and Greatneſs; there are Sins 


reaching up unto Heaven; there is a State of 


carnal Security free from Care and Sorrow 4 
there is Plenty of Things to ſatisfy the Deſires 
of a luſting Soul; Things dainty —_— 

7 ö 


coſtly and precious. And what is w 
all, Babylon gloriſieth her ſelf in all this, and 


boaſts of that Pride and Vanity which ſhe ſhould 
ſubdue and mortify. And doth not all this Heap 
of Iniquity chiefly affect the Wilt. and AfeBtions ? 
Here the ſenſual Appetite taketh its Length, and 
every carnal Deſire is ſatisfied to the full. To 
ſom up the whole in a Word: Pride, or Vain- 
Glory, Luft, and carnal Secarity are the very leading 
Sins of Babylon, to which all other Errors are 
but Handmaids to attend upon them, or by one 
falſe Doctrine or other to colour over their 
Uglineſs. Thus is the Error of Purgatory, of In- 


Aulgences, of Maſſes for Souls departed, kept «4 
ul, 


for no other Reaſon, but becauſe they are gain 
and the Prodn& thereof helps to maintain Baby- 
lon in her Luſt and Greatneſs. The very Seed 
whence Popery ſprung, is Pride and Ambition + 
And as it did ſpring from ſo unhappy a Root, 
10 it hath ever — advanced by the ſame Steps, 
and grown up at laſt to an infinite Bulk. 
| New 
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Now to remove mote and more from this 
Gity of Deſtruct ion, e onght to enter upon a ſe- 


vi9us Reformation of what we have left of 


on's: Sins: among us. But then muſt the 
Ax be laid to the Root. Tis not enough to lap 
off ſome of the luxuriant Branches, whilſt the 


Produttive Principle of Evil is left untouched. 


Nor is it enough to reform the bare Doctyine, 
whilſt the Heart; the Life and the Manners conti- 
2 36. A e 0 


nde degenerate. 1 - 


It would be too ample a Task, if I ſhould 
enumerate here at: large thoſe doctrinal Errors 
which had ſeized the Church before the Refor- 
mation. Some whereof have been mention- 


ed already. And it is now Two Hundred Years 


ago, when the Doctrine was happily reſtored to 
her former Luſtre and Soundneſs. A Mercy 
that requireth dur mòſt cordial Gratitude to the 


unde ſerued Goodneſs of God, which thereby 


hath opened a more eaſy Acceſs to the Knowledge 
of the Myſteries of Salvation. For theſe being 
toaded with a Train of humane Impoſitions, the 
Plainneſs of the Goſpel became thereby involved 
if many: Intricacies, and the Way to Heaven 
was render*'d dark and difficult The Candles is 
now removed from under the Buſnel, and put on 
a Candleſtick, that they who come in may ſee 
the Lirht. But then it is certain, that if we re- 
form ho imore than the bare Doctrine, we do te- 
form but Halſ way, and ſcarce ſo much: Nay, 
we are in Danger of loſing again what Light 
hath” hitherto” been diſplayed” among us. The 
Pority-of Dactrine reſtored to us, is to produce 
2 Purity of Life and Manners, as good Seeds will 
bring forth Fruit, ſome an hundred fold, ſome 
ſixty-fold, ſome thirty- fold. Without this practi- 
Cal Improvement, the Purity of Doctrine will prove 
but a dead Grain, let our Boaſts be what py 
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will. & Whoever leans thereon, will lean on an 
Egyptian Reed, which will go into his Hand and 
pierce it. For he that knows the:Lord's Will, and 
dath not do en 5 it, . be benen with rt 
Stripes. f 

Ble that reſt» in P doffrinal Rederniariony 4th 
reſt in'a bare literal Knowledge of Truth, like 
the Angel of Laodicea; who, (in his on Conceit) 
Was rich, and increaſed, with Goods, and had need 
of nothing. And this Self- Conceit was ſo ſtrongly 
rtveted in his Mind, that none but Amen, the 
true Witneſs, could make him feel, that he:ſtiR 
was wretched; and miſer able, and por, and blind; and 


valed. I his doctrinal Reformation it it be not in. 


routi into Holinefs of Life and Manners, dotly 
— a Man to a State of Zattwarmneſs, attended 

with the worſt of Jodgments. Stch a Man is 
pot hot, becauſt his Knowledge is without the 
Power of Godlineſs: Nor is de altogether ' cbld; 
becauſe he poſſoſſeth a ſprculatior and hi ſboniaul 
Knowledge of the Chriſtian Faith. However, 
this , unhappy Condition is not the Effect of the 
Labours of the firſt Keformers, but of the A 
application People make of them. Huther himſeif 


didꝭ already complain in his Time, that the Goſpel 


was hy too many converted into Wantonnegs, 
aud that the Doctrine of Faith was made d Cloak 
for Sm and Impiety. And at this Rate will the 
purc{t Doctrine be polluted, whenever it pafſeth 
throcgh the unhallowed Hand- of: a vain and 
fuperhcial Lirer. 0 
But 1 ill mention on this Occaſion rern 
other Sorts of Reformation, which. may be good 
ind uſefol in their — _— though not 
| U 
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ſufficient for reforming Things up to their: pri- 
mitiye Worth and 'Sonndneſs..: There is a Sort 
of Polit ical or. Civil Reformation, whereby i the 
Laws of the: Land are executed upon notorious 
Sinners, and open Immoralities. The.'Prineiple 
hereon this Reformation is raiſed, is the Law 
and Conſtitution of thoſe that ate placed in 
Authority over us, and whoſe Duty it is to pro- 
vide wholſome Laws for the Good of the Coun- 
try, And truly, ſeveral good Effect, do reſult 
from it. Hereby the Offender's Hand is tied 
down from committing Violence upon his Neigh- 
bour. It helpeth to preſerve: the Civil Govern- 
ment in Peace and Tranquillity, and keeps many 
a private Family from running into their own 
— or external Deſtruction. It ſuppreſſes 

a 


ne and enticing Manners, left they ſhould 
ſpread like a Contagion, and draw others into 
the ſame Bonds of Iniquity. Nay, the Man him- 
ſelf that lietk under this Curb of Humane Laws 
and Puniſhments, is prevented thereby from 
greater Dangers, to which he would be expoſed, 
if he were ſuffered freely to go on in the Purſuic 
of his Wickedneſs; Sin being of ſo ſtupifying 
a Nature, as to make a Man inſenſible of his 
own Danger. ina Word; Thoſe Laws are uſeful 
Means to put ſome Stop to the overflowing Tor- 
rent of Sin: But then onght we never to ſubſiſt 
in this Reformation, raiſed on bumane Laws and 
Ordinances ; but improving it into a better Tem- 
per, advance by thoſe Preliminary Steps to a 
more interior Reformation of Heart and Spirit, 
which is the bleſſed Effect of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
whereof more ſhall be ſaid in the Sequel of this 
Diſcourſe. The Sinner, who is only reſtrained 
by the Laws of Men, ought to conſider, that he 
is as yet widely diſtant from that Reformation 
which the Goſpel requireth. He hath ſtill a 
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20 The Duty of Reformation: 
great Way to go, if ever he will fully remove 
from Babylon, and obtain that ſpixitual Change 
of Heart, to which all other Endeavours, if wiſe- 
ly managed, ought conſtantly to ten. 
Another Sort of Reformation, ſome what a- 
kin to the former, is, when a Man of a looſe and 
debauched Conduct reformeth into Honeſty and 
Sobriety of Manners: The Drantard ſhakes off 
his former Exceſs, and grows temperate: The 
Fornicator quits his vile and diſſolute Life, and 
avoids the enticing Snares of that Sin. He that 
is given to cuſtomary Swearing, reſtrains himſelf 
from a vain Effuſion of Oaths, and keeps his 
Tongue under due Guard and Government. So 
the profane Sabbat h-· Breaker refrains from that 
diſorderly Way, and begins to give ſome ſtrict 
Attendance to the Publick Worſhip. In a Word: 
A Sinner ſtained with groſs and open Pollutions, 
leaveth his vicious Conduct, and betaketh him- 
ſelf to an outward Strictneſs of Life. And all 
this he doth, not by any Compulſion of the Laws 
of the Land forcing him from without, but by the 
Strength of his own rational Conſideration mov- 
ing him from within. This maketh his Refor- 
mation look with a better Face than that which 
has been mentioned above, and which doth 
rather drive than lead a Sinner into-ſome Sober- 
neſs of Manners. For as he that is reform- 
ed by the Laws of Men only, will return to his 
old Courſe, as ſoon as the Reſtraint is removed; ſo 
the other, who acts on more rational Arguments, 
will often .continue a long while in a ſerious 
8 though there be no Command to compel 
im. | | 
But after all, this is but a very imperſect Refor- 
mation, and if it be not improved, or corrected 
by a ſublimer Principle, will often degenerate into 
many ſpiritual Diſeaſes; which, though they be 
nor 
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not ſo dangerous to the Publick, as open Profane- 


neſs; yet will they not fail to endanger the 


Health of a Man's own Soul to a high Degree. 


A Man that forſakes his viſible Polletions, ' and 
rows externally ſober and good, will be apt to 
ecelre himſelf into too favourable an Opinion 

of his preſent Condition. He ſuppoſeth he ſees 

now a vaſt Difference hetwixt his former Tooſe- 
neſs,” and his preſent Srrictneſs; betwixt his for- 

mer Baifterouſneſs, and his preſent Sobernefs 5 

betwixt his former Profaneneſs, and his preſent 

Righteouſneſs. He regards himſelf with a ſecret 

Applauſe on Account of his happy Reform, and 

thinks he hath no more to do than to ſit down 

in Peace, and enjoy the Fruits of his bleſſed 

Change. When he looks upon others, and con- 


ſiders what a Flood of Immorality every where 


abounds, he compareth his preſent State with the 


Follies of a profane Worldling, and then un- 


happily concludeth he is reformed enough. 6 

Alas ! what a Heighth of ſpiritual Conceits doth 
ſuch a Man arrive to in Time! Hereby he placeth 
himſelf on ſo high a Pinnacle of Self-Complacency, 
and of other ſuch ſpiritual Defilements, as muſt 
needs make him very loath to come down again 
into the deep Vale of Poverty in Spirit; and yet 
it is this Poverty in Spirit wherein the firſt Foun- 
dation is laid for a ſound and ſpiritual Reforma- 
tion. To bring over therefore ſuch a Reforma- 
tion to the true Spirit of the Goſpel, a Man 
ought not to acquieſce in waſhing barely the 
Outſide, (Luke xi. 39.) or in whitening over the 
Wall from without, but he is to cleanſe FIRST 
that which is within the Cup, that the Outſide may be 
clean alſo, Matt. xxiii. 26. 

Another Sort of Reformation is, when a Man 
reforms partially, or by halves only. He reforms 
away ſome Vices and Errors, and leaveth others 

unre for med, 


22 The Duty of Refarwarior. 
unre formed, though they be perhaps of as dan- 
gtrous a Tendency, as thoſe whom he thinks 
pt to ſubdue. A Man hath now and then a natu- 
ral Abhorrency againſt ſome certain Vices; and 
whilſt he ſtands free and diſengaged from them, 
he thinks he is reformed-enough, and that 4 - ſps- 
ritual Change muſt needs be wrought on his 
Mind. But truly, this is but a very lame and 
imperfect Reformation, net at all coming up to 
that thorough and ſearching Work which the 
Goſpel injoyns. Such a Man, ; whilſt he con- 
tinveth in that unhappy Deluſſon, will flatter 
himſelf iuto a confident Dream of the good State 
he is in. He is unwilling to caſt an Eye upon 
his dark Side, or on thoſe Sins that are upper- 
moſt in his Thoughts, and moſt- forward to af- 
fault him: But then he will dwell the more 
on that Piece of natural Goodneſs, which gives 
him a ſeeming Averſion, not againſt all, but a 
few extravagant Sins, which, perhaps, do not 
ſo well ſuit his bodily Temper, or that State of 
Life wherein he is engaged. Such a Man's Heart 
is divided, as Iſrael was of old: (Hof. x. 2.) And 
whilſt he abſtaineth from one Sin, he indulgeth 
the more another, to which his natural Temper 
doth more feelingly prompt him. 

Some Pagan Philoſophers have proved moſt 
viſible Inſtances of ſuch a partial Reformation. 
They had now and then extraordinary Flights 
about Aortification,Retiredneſs from the World, and 
the like refined Moralitics, whereby they ſtruck 
Wonder into others, and in a manner deified 
their Actions in the Eye of the Vulgar. And 
many even to this Day, are taken ſo much with 
heatheniſh Aforals, that they admire a Saying of 
a Pagan Philoſopher far more, than the plain 


Sentences of the Goſpel of Chriſt; which being 
attended 
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attended with an inward Energy, doth not ſtand 
in need of thoſe ſhining' Embelliſhments where- 
with the Heathen is wont to ſet off his Morals. 
But after a narrow Search it will ſoon be found out 
that all the Buſtle the Heathen maketh with his 
Virtues, is but a partial Work, by which he 
indeed ſubdueth one Sin, but giveth Way to 
another of a more refined, but no leſs pernicious 
Nature. This Conſideration ſnould endear unto 
us the Chriſtian Conſtitution, which doth not 
ſo much reform the ſinful Actions of Men, at 
— and Nature from whence , they pro- 
There is another Sort of Reforming, which 
may be termed an Eccleſfaſtical Reformation, and 
doth chiefly dwelt upon the Scheme and external - 
Form of the Church and Publick j Al- 
moſt every Party in Chriſtendom pretends to 4 
primitiue Form of Worſnip, and they do what 
lieth in them, to make others eſpouſe it. They 
are generally more zealous to propagate their 
peculiar Form, than the Spirit and Power of 
the Chriſtian Religion; though without this, the 
beſt Form will do no gteat Good in the Church. 
Thoſe that buſy themſelves moſt about this Sort 
of Reforming, are the Learned; many whereof 
ſpend the whole of their Time and Studies in 
labor iqus Searches after the pvimitivs Conſtitu- 
tion. They go with - unwearied Application 
through the Writings of the Fathers, they enquire 
into Councils, they conſult a Variety of Books of 
Controver ſie writ on that Head, and do what 
they can, to trace Things up to their firſt Source 
and Original. membro bas f 

But after all theſe painful Enquirirs, whereby 
they ſuppoſe to retrieve Things into their ancient 
Laſtre, there is ſtill a great Deal 2 
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vaſt” Iniprourients mult ' be made, if ever the 
Church ſhall in any Degree be reforfmed into 
her primitive Soundneſs. If a primitive | Scheme 
and Model, in all its Parts and Dimenſions, had 
been fully ſet forth by the Apoſtles, and handed 
down to us from the firſt Times of the Goſpel ; 
yet would all this prove no more than a Per 
to follow after in raiſing that Houſe, to which 
the Church is ſo frequently compared. Thus 
when the Lord had undet the Law: ſhewn the 
Form of the Ark and Tabernacle unto his Ser- 
vant Moſes, he adds: Look that thou male them 
after the Pattern, which was ſhewed thee in the 
Mount. The making Work, the building, the 
railing, the improving doth then but begin, after 
the Builders have agreed upon a Plan to frame 
the Building by. Upon the whole, tis certain, 
it would be a very dangerousReſt, if ever any Body 
ſhould offer to acquieſce. in a Pattern of Reforma- 
tion, and think the Church was reformed enough, 


after he had contrived a Scheme to reform her hy- 


But we come now to a better Sort of Refor- 
mation, than all thoſe ſeveral Kinds we have 
hitherto viewed, and whereby we begin to re- 
move in ſome Degree from the great Babylon, 
that Cage of every unclean and hateful Bird. 


This we may call a legal Reformation. It hath 


ſomething in it of a divine Operation, and ſets 
the Reformation nearet home thau all the pre- 
ceeding Efforts ever could do. When ] call it a 
legal Re formation, or a Work carried. on by the 
Law, I don't underſtand ſuch Laws as are enacted 
by Princes and Governours for the Good of the 
Land. For though: even thoſe laws carry a 
Sort of Reformation with them, tending to the 
Suppreſſion of ill and dangerous Cuſtoms; yet 

: are 
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are the} ſo far from working a ſpiritual Refors 


mation, that they cannot produce in the Soul 
ſo much as one Breath of a truly ſpirirual Life 
of Grace. And yet are they good and uſeful in 
that Sphere where they are deſigned to move. 
Nay, the Law of God himſelf, though it be 
in its Nature altogether ſpiritual, cannot now 
work a ſpiritual Reformation, or, as the Apoſtle's 
Phraſe is, it cannot give Life, Gal. iii. 21. This 
is a Work entirely reſerved for the Diſpenſation 
of the Goſpel, and for thoſe divine. Operations 
that gradually flow from it. However, there is 
an uninterrupted Connexion betwixt the Law 
and the Goſpel, and the Effect that reſults from 
both, doth conſtantly tend to the ſame End, I 
mean, the Recovery of 4 ſpiritual Life, wherein 
true Reformation doth conſiſt. The Law being 
become weak through the Fleſh, cannot now beget a 
. ſpiritual Reformation, though it ſhews the Want 
thereof: For by the Law is the Knowledge: of Siu, 
Rom. iii. 20. And as the Laws of Men inflict 
Puniſhment for diſſolute Action,; the Law of 
God goes deeper, and calls the very Heart to 
an Account, and all diſorderly Thoughts and 
Deſires thereof. As the Laws of Men expoſe 
the Heinouſneſs of Sin, after it is broke out into 
viſible Acts of Wickedneſs; the Law of God being 
of a more inquiſitive Nature doth not ſubſiſt there, 
but layeth open the very firſt and original Spring, 
from whence. all actual Pollutions do proceed. 
Again: As the Laws of Men are ſeldom ex- 
tenſive enough to puniſh every Sin; the Law 
of God is ſo exceeding broad, that nothing 
can $kreen it ſelf from its impartial Scrutiny: 
One Time a temporal Judge will favour himſelf 
that Sin, which he: ſtiould puniſh in others: 


Another Time he is unprovided with Laws to 
B execute 
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execute upon the Tranſgreſſor: Another Time ge 
is ſhy to puniſh a Sin, which long Time, Cuſtom, 
and the Authority of great Men, has render d 
current and faſhionable. But the Law of God, wher- 


ever it works, breaks through all theſe ſelſiſh 


Views, and paſſeth an impartial judgment on every 
Offence. | 

| The Law of God goes to the quick, and ar- 
raigns the very Riſings of the Heart, and ſuch 
Motions as did not appear as ſinful, or ſeemed 
altogether innocent in the Eye of the World. 
And whereas a Man that is only good and re- 


formed from without, is apt to value himſelf on 


that Account; the Law, if it be but ſuffered to 
come in, will ſoon take off that Self-Efteem, and 
by a ſpiritual Search of all the interior Corners, 
ſtir nil, ws h a Duſt of Corruption, as will render 
a Man very jealous of the good Opinion he had 
of. himſelf, and will inTime put him to a hearty 
Concern about his eternal Salvation. Not that 
this Sin was not there before, but becauſe it was 
not ſtirred up. It did lie concealed from the 
Eye of Men; and the Sinner not perceiving the 
Brink of Deſtruction, whereon he was placed, 
did run on headlong in the Purſuit of his Luſt 
and Vanity. But by the Law doth Sin now re- 
vive, and become exceeding ſinful. The Rea- 
ſon whereof is, that the Law being of a = 
tual and piercing Nature, cannot bear the leaſt 
Grain of Corruption, but will have it entirely 
removed. Nor doth it ſuffer a Man to reſt in 
a bare moral Striftneſs or eivil Righteouſneſs, 
but will have him renewed in Spirit, Soul, and 
Body, and thoroughly reſtored to the Image of 
God, forfeited by the firſt Tranſgreſſion. 

And what ſhall a Man do under this awakened 
Senſe of Sin and Conſcience? * — * 

2 ra 


De Dat of Reformi#tion. 27 
Wrath of God, wherewith he is ſo lively ſtruck, 
will beget in him an unfeigned Deſire after 2 
Redeetner. He will pant after the Favour of 
God, of which he now feels the Want: And in 
order to the obtaining thereof, he will renounce 
Sin, which hath made him from a Friend an 
Enemy, and from a loyal Subje& a flat Rebel 
againſt his Soyereign. He will not only forſake 
the external Acts of Impiety, on which the 
very Laws of Men put a Reſtraint; but being 
now under the Hands of a ſpiritual Law, and 
feeling that this Law requires a ſpiritual Obe- 
dience, and an inward Reformation of the very 
Source of Evil; he approaches now in true 
Brokenneſs of Heart FESUS CHRIST him- 
ſelf, in whom 4 Fountain is opened for Sin and 
Uncleanneſs. By Him, and by Him alone, he is 
reſtored both to a Newneſs of Life, and then 
to God's Favour and Kindneſs. The Sinner 
begins now to be aſhamed of his former diſſolute 
Life; he is confounded, and can hardly open his 
Mouth ; he loatheth himſelf for his former Abo- 
minations, and conceives a holy Indignation a- 
gainſt his own Vileneſs. And don't you think, 
that this reſtleſs Senſe, wrought in a Man by 
this legal Operation, is a noble Step towards 
a true Goſpel-State, which, after all preceed- 
ing Endeavours, muſt put the Crown and Top- 
ſtone to the grand Work of Reforming; and 
bring every Duty into its true Extent and Evan- | 
gelical Compaſs. This Reformation is a Transfor- 
mation by the renewing of the Mind, as the Scripture 
expreſles it, Rom. xli. 2. a 
The Principle whereon this Goſpel- Reformation 
is raiſed, and whereby it is carried on, is the 
GRACE of God manifeſied in the Goſpel, This 
Grace is a ſupernatural Gift, and is come by Jeſus 
3 Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, as the Law was given by Moſes, 2 17. 
As Man hath it not by Nature, ſo it did appear 
to him (Tit. ii. 11.) in Chriſt, after it was for- 
feited' in Adam. FH 

But to ſer this Matter in a fuller Light, we muſt 
obſerve, that the Word GRACE hath divers 
Significations in Scripture, and muſt be applied 
accordingly. It relates now and then to the Fuſti- 
fication” of a Sinner, and now and then to the San- 
Fification, which ſucceeds it. As for his Juſtifica- 
tion, it is certain, there is nothing on God's Side 
to juſtify a Man, but Grace. For we are freely 
Juſf'fied and ſaved by his Grace, Rom. iii. 24. 
Eph. ii. 5. And then the Word Grace intimates 
to us that infinite Love wherewith God hath 
fo loved the World, that he gave his Son for it, 
Jo. iii. 16. This Grace is alſo called the tender 
Mercy of God, uke i. 78. Likewiſe his Kind- 
neſs and Love, oppoſed to the Works of Righte- 
ovineſs, which are not able to ſave us, Tit. iii. 4. 

Ard who muſt not own, that this DIVINE 
LOVE is the very original Source and Baſis 
of our whole Salvation, and of the Reforma- 
tion of our Lives, which muſt needs preceed it? 
From this divine Love towards us, do iſſue forth, 
as from the Fountain- head, all the Operations 
tending to reform us, to reſtore, to regenerate, 
and at laſt ro ſave us. The very Incarnation of 
the Son of Ged, and his Miſſion into the World 
to reform it, is the happy Effect of this Love. 
Upon the whole: The very firſt Motion to re- 
ſtore. fall'n Man, did ſpring in the Heart of 
God, and was manifcſted in Chriſt, when the 
Fulneſs of Time came. This is certainly a 
Matter of infinite Comfort. For the Hope of 
our Salvation being not raiſcd on our Love to 
Cod, bur on his Eove to ws, then Our Hope is 
1 { ih 25 
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as firm as God himſelf is, aud we have an un- 
ſnaken Foundation to rely upon, in the grand 
Work of our eternal Happiness. 

This Grace, whereby we are juſtified without 
any Regard to our Works, is attended again 
with another called ſanctiſying Grace. As the 
former is freely conferred upon us, ſo the lat- 
ter teacheth us to improve what we ſo freely re- 
ceived. As the former ſets forth what CHRIST 
hath done for us; ſo the latter declareth what 
he is to do within us: That he is to deſtroy here 
the Works of the Devil, and to ſet up the Works 
of God: That he is to pull down the ſtrong 
Holds of Satan, and to eſtabliſh the pure King- 
dom of God: That he is here to dwell himſelf 
by Faith, and to caſt ont all the old Inhabitants, 
who have profaned his Temple: That here he 
is to take away the ſtony Heart, and to put a 
Heart of Fleſh within us. And can we ſuppoſe, 
that when Chriſt begins to dwell in the Heart 
by Faith, his Spirit can at the ſame Time be 
abſent ? No ſure ! The Spirit of Chriſt is there, 
where Chriſt himſelf is: And where the Spirit 
is, there he operateth all thoſe bleſſed Effects 
that are aſcribed to him in Scripture. There 
he reproveth and teacheth, there he leadeth and 
crieth, there he witneſſeth and helpeth, there he 
enlighteneth and regenerateth. And ſhould not all 
this produce at laſt a truly ſpiritual and Goſpel- Re- 
formation, the-Flower and Crown into which 
all our reforming Endeavours ought to be. im- 
proved? *Tis true, this is a great Work, but 
nothing is too great for God, by whoſe Strength 
Babylon within and without us ſha be deſtroyed 
and judę ed. And 'tis then we ſhall celebrate an 
everlaſting Jubilee. 

All other Reformations we have mentioned, 
are but ſo many preparatory Steps preceeding this 
þ grand 


30 The: Duty of Reformation. 
grand Work. All the inferior Diſpenſationgs 
ought to center in this at laſt, if elſe they ſhall 
leave a ſaving Change in the Heart, and reſcue, 
a Sinner from eternal Ruin: It is true, we muſt 
not deſpiſe the Day of ſmal Things, nor under- 
value any Deſign which in any Degree may tend to 
reform a degenerate World: But then we ought 
not to reſt there neither, but to preſs more for- 
ward towards that great Goſpel-Deſign, I mean 
an inward Holineſs of Life, to which all other 
Efforts ought conſtantly to aim. The legal Re- 
formation doth, like a Plough, break open the 
fallow Ground; but then doth the Goſpel- Diſ- 
penſarion ſow it over with the Seed of the Word, 
to render it fruitful. The Law lays open the in- 
ward. Sores; but the Goſpel binds em up and 
heals em. When the Apoſtle ſays: UNTIL the 
Time of Reformation, Heb. ix. 10. He ſeems to 
intimate, that ſuch Efforts as precede the Mini- 
ſtration of the Goſpel, are Steps towards a Re- 
formation, rather than the Reformation it ſelf. 

My Beloved ! Let us endeavour after this Gof- 
. pel-Reformation, and when we have obtained it in 

ſome Degree, let us raiſe all our Virtues thereon, 
as on their true and genuine Baſis. But then it is 
not to be done by Fits and Starts, but by Degrees. 
For as this Reformation comes from Heaven, ſo 
it doth. gradually ſpring, up again anto Life ever- 
laſting, whence it did proceed. Our Spots are 
of ſo deep a Dye, that nothing will take them 
off but the Goſpel of Chriſt, which is a Power 
of God unto Salvation. And though we ſhould 
waſh our ſelves with Nitre, and take much Soap, 
yet is our Jniquity ſtill marked before the Lord, 
Jer. ii. 22. But if ever this Goſpel, which is a 
Word of Salvation, ſhall have a ſaving Effet b. 
en us, we muſt then not be wanting on our Side. 
k ever it ſhall beget an inward Life, and nouriſh 

Its 
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it, it muſt be inwardly digeſted: If it ſhall bring 
Healing in its Wings, we muſt yield to its Ope- 
ration; it being impoſſible for the beſt Medi- 
cine to heal, whilſt the obſtinate Patient doth 
wilfally reje& it. If the Goſpel ſhall enrich uus 
with heavenly Graces, we muft approach it in 
true Poverty of Spirit. If it ſhall fave us, we 
muſt feel our own Condemnation. In a Word: 
If the Goſpel ſhall be profitable to us, it muſt be 
mixed with Faith, in order to work a ſaving Re- 
formation in Spirit, Soul, and Body, and render 
every Thing conformable to the divine Win 
This will prove at laſt a full De e from the 
great Babylon, to which a real Beginning hath 
been made by the firſt Reformers. 88 

This bleſſed Goſyel- Reformation will be follow- 
ed by a Train of many other heavenly Graces. 
It will inſpire the Soul with a reciprocal Love to 

_ God, and with 9 all thoſe whom he hath 
appointed as proper Objects of our Compaſſion. It 
will get the Conqueſt in Time over all Rancoxr, 
Hatred, and Malice, ſo oppoſite to the Gofpel 
of Chriſt ; and it will influence Mankind with 
mutual Love and Forbearance. This will needs be 
followed with a ſincere "Union, not fo much of 
Rites and Ceremonies,as of Hearts and Souls; which 
was the diſtinguiſhing Character, that in the 
Chriſtians of the firſt Ages of the Goſpel did ſo 
conſpicuouſly 17 This Reformation havin 
firſt made us like to our Saviour in Holine 
here, will alſo make us like unto him in G 
hereafter: But then every Man that hath this H 
in him, puri ſieth himſelf as Chriſt is pure: Jo 
whom with the Father and the Holy Spirit, be alt 
Praiſe, Majeſty, and Dominion, both nom and for 
ever. Amen. n 
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